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EnvironmentalCleanup
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everal important events have taken place in the past year Test WeBsatJPL

that move forward the process of environmental cleanup Althoughnotyetrequiredbythe

at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL). This fact sheet Superfundprocess,JPLformany
months has been moving aheadwith

describes the "Superfund" process, what has been done at JPL work to study site contamination. Sev-

during the past year, what remains to be done and how the eral different techniquesareusedto
test for contaminants: monitoring

community will be kept informed of progress, wells,which measure contamination

in groundwater;a techniquecalled soil

gas survey,which examinesvolatile

The __ EPA.Thiswill allowJPLandthe Na- organicchemicals in the soil; andsoil

InOctober 1992,JPLwasplacedon tionalAeronauticsandSpaceAdminis- borings, which look forthose and other
theU.S.EnvironmentalProtection tration (NASA)to combinetheir efforts chemicals in the soil.

with the EPAand stateagencies
Agency's(EPA's)NationalPriorities

as the cleanupprogresses, In previousyears,a total of seven
List.In common language,JPLbecame groundwatermonitoring wellswere
a "Supeffundsite." To laythe groundworkfor the cleanup drilledat varioussites at and nearthe

"Superfund' is the informalname process,_e firststep afterJPL was Laboratory.Four more wells havebeen

forthe ComprehensiveEnvironmental placedon the list was forNASAand the recentlycompletedand arescheduled
Response,Compensationand Liability EPAto negotiatea Federalfacilities forsamplingsoon. This bringsthe total

Act(CERCLA),a lawpassedbyCon- agreement thatcovershow investiga- to 11wells.

gress in 1980. In 1986,the lawwas tionand cleanupworkwill becon-
ducted.This negotiationwas completed In 1992JPLalso carriedout a soil gas

amendedbythe SuperfundAmend-
in December1992. survey,a procedurethat tests for con-

ments and ReauthorizationAct(SARA), tarninationbyextractinggas from the

which addedprovisionsapplicableto The next broadstepin the cleanuppro- soil. Resultsof this survey arebeing
Federalfacilities, cess is knownas a remedial investiga- studied.If the technique provesto be

In responseto S_A, JPLconducteda tion/feasibilitystudy.Duringthis phase, effective,its use at the JPLsite may

preliminaryassessment andsite inspec- the site is carefullystudied in order to be expandedas the cleanupworkdeterminewhere the contamination
tionin 1988,followedbyan expanded progresses.

site inspection in 1990. Thesestudies originated,how it is movingaladhow
best to cleanit up. Engineersworkingon the cleanuphave

indicatedthe presenceof severalindus- alsoselecteda computermodel they

trialsolvents in groundwaternearJPL Afteragreementis reached among will use to studythe undergroundcon-

at levelsaboveCaliforniadrinking- NASA,EPAand Californiastateagen- tamination.The programthatwill be
waterstandards.Thesesolvents include cies on the best cleanupsolution, it used at JPLis a three-dimensional
trichloroethylene(TCE),perchloroeth- will be formallydocumented in what model recognizedby the EPAand the
ylene (PCE),carbontetrachloride(CTC) is knownas a recordof decision.The U.S.GeologicalSurveythat is well ac-
and 1,l-dichloroethane. cleanupprocedurewill then bede- ceptedand frequentlyusedat other

Placementon the Superfundlist means signed and implemented.Finally,effec- Supeffundsites. Dataare currentlybe-

that environmental cleanupat the Lab- tiveness of the cleanup solution willbe ing collectedfrom localwater agencies

oratorywill nowbe overseenbythe monitoredovertime in the finalstep, to feedinto the computermodel.
knownas operationand maintenance.



The Jet Ptop_ioff £a&watory chemicalsexceedingstate standards, _//y Rda//offs

JPLis a 176-acreresearchcomplex localwateragencies switched to other As the cleanupeffortprogresses,JPL's
situatedon the borderbetweennorth- watersources or used treatment facili- communityrelations programwill keep

westernPasadenaand LaCafiada ties to meet state standards, the Laboratory'sneighbors informedof

Flintridge.The facilityis ownedby developmentsand will solicit their feed-
NASA.The CaliforniaInstituteof Is it safe to play or walk in the Arroyo back.Aspart of this program,informa-

Technologyis NASA'sprimecontractor Seco near JPL?What about growing tion repositoriescontainingcopiesof
at JPL. vegetables in neighborhoods nearby? documents relatedto the cleanupwill

AsNASA'sleadcenterfor the explora- The contamination thatwill be cleaned be maintainedand updated at these lo-

tion of the solarsystem with robotic upat JPLis in the form of very small cal sites:

spacecraft,JPL has managedmissions levelsof chemicals in groundwaterba- • Pasadena CentralLibrary

to the Moonandall the planets of the sins tens to hundredsof feetbelow the 285East Walnut

solarsystem exceptPluto.It has also surface.There is no reasonto believe Pasadena

carriedout spacecraftmissions in astro- that this posesany threat to peopleor

physicsand Earthobservation,andhas plants on the surface. • La CafzadaFlintridge Public la'brary

built sophisticatedinstruments that are 4545 West OalavoodAvenue

flownon satellitesmanagedby other Willmoney from the Superfund go La CanadaFlintridge
NASAcentersand internationalspace toward this cleanup?

agencies to studyglobalclimate change UnderFederal law, Superfundmoneyis • Altadena Public la'brary

and ozone layerdepletion.In addition, used to finance cleanupwhen responsi- 600 East Mariposa Street

the Laboratorycarries outwork for bility forcontaminationcannot be es- Altadena
other Federalsponsorsandconducts tablished,or the responsibleparties

advancedtechnology studies in robot- cannot or will not payfor cleanup.If

ics, microelectronicsand high-perfor- the responsibility,lies onlywith a Fed- -

mancecomputing, eral agencysuch as NASA,Superfund For more information on the cleanup

JPLemployssome 7,000 people.More money is not available, effort and community involvement,please call or write the Public Services
thanhalf the members of the workforce

livewithin 10miles of the facility. Is JPL doing anything now that is Office,Mail Stop 180-205,Jet Propul-
adding to the contamination2 sion Laboratory, 4800 OakGrove

Drive, Pasadena CA91109-8099;

Qu_//ons affd_ Absolutelynot. Throughout itshistory, telephone (818)354-0112.
off 8t_'f/a_ JPL has alwayscompliedwith environ-

Is the drirddngwater in the community mental laws.Although the sources of
aroundJPL safe? any contamination at JPLhave not

Absolutely.Under California law,water lieved that any contamination may have NationalAeronauticsand
deliveredto homes and businesses resulted from then-acceptedwaste dis- Space Administration
must meet state standards. When water posal practices in the 1940sand 1950s. Jet PropulsionLaboratory
in localwellswasfoundto contain Thesepracticeshavelongsincebeen CaliforniaInstituteofTechnology

discontinued;wastedisposalatJPLrig- Pasadena,California

orously followsstate and Federal law. JPL410-36-22i93 "


